DOWN DISTRICT GREEN PARTY POLICY ON MOSQUITO ALARMS 

This is the first draft of Green Party policy on Mosquito Alarms. Green Party members in Down District have been campaigning on this issue since mid 2008 along with local residents in Killyleagh Co. Down. Killyleagh Resident and Green Party Activist Michael Mann is the author of this local Green Party Policy.

The Green Party has been in contact with the Human Rights Commissioner (Monica McWilliams) and the Children’s Commissioner (Patricia Lewsley). There is a clear feeling that these devices offend human rights in the following manner:

According to the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights;

· Article 8 "The right to respect for bodily integrity" and "no interference by a public authority . . . . . . . except in accordance with the law . . . . ."

· Article 14
Prohibition of Discrimination - ie against young people

Down District Policing Partnership have declared that they do not support the installation of Mosquito Alarms anywhere in this district. 

Green Party Cllr Cadogan Enright is proposing a motion to Down District Council which will;

1. Ban Mosquito Alarms from all Council Property.

2. Ensure that those installing them are charged with an offence under noise pollution regulations. 

Update as of the start of June 2009 

The Down District Policing Partnership has voted not to support mosquito alarms following the presentation of background information by Green Party Cllr Cadogan Enright. 

Various councils in England have banned them using noise pollution powers and by banning them of council premises. 

In Edinburgh a motion to support a ban on the mosquito device was supported at full council in June 2008 in which a statutory notice could be issued under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 due to noise pollution. There is also currently a proposal before the Scottish Parliament to ban them completely.

The Minister for Justice in the Republic of Ireland has said in the Dail that he would expect the Gardai to bring a prosecution, against anyone who installs such devices, for “assault” under Offences Against the Person Act 1998 were they to be installed in the Republic.”

The Northern Ireland Children’s Commissioner has opposed the Mosquito Alarms and the Scottish Children’s Commissioner and Children’s Commissioner for England have both opposed Mosquito Alarms and are actively campaigning for nation-wide bans. 

Green Cllr Cadogan Enright said, “While anti-social behaviour is a real concern in some areas, to use such an indiscriminate approach to tackle this problem really is an example of using a sledgehammer to crack a nut.”

“There are much better ways of dealing with this issue of antisocial behaviour involving community policing, rather than moving the problem along and disturbing innocent by-standers.” 

Cllr Enright concluded, “I will be seeking support of my fellow councillors to support a motion at the Down District Council to implement a ban on the Mosquito Devices in our area.”

Killyleagh Green Party activist Mike Mann said, “A far more serious problem is the health implications. Imagine two mothers standing outside a shop having a chat, with their babies in prams – they would have absolutely no idea that their babies’ hearing is being damaged by a nearby mosquito device. It is important that we send a strong message that Down District Council will not tolerate their use and will take any action possible to prevent their introduction.”

Other Background Information

· Scotland’s Children Commissioner, Kathleen Marshall, recently called for a nationwide ban, and Alyn Smith MEP has signed a written declaration calling for an EU-wide ban. 

· Sabina Frediani, of human rights organisation Liberty said, “Edinburgh Council have sent a positive message to young people banning the Mosquito. Councils across the UK should follow its lead by engaging with and respecting young people rather than unfairly targeting them with this offensive sonic weapon.”

· Sir Albert Aynsley-Green, the Children’s Commissioner for England appointed to represent the views of the country’s 11 million children, has set up a campaign called ‘Buzz Off’ that is calling for the Mosquito to be banned on grounds that it infringes the rights of young people. 

See some relevant news articles and resources:

www.kent.gov.uk/news/mosquito-ban.htm    

Report from Kent County Council.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/kent/7453675.stm
www.guardian.co.uk/society/2008/jun/13/localgovernment.youngpeople
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1026307/council-bans-controversial-mosquito-device-used-fight-anti-social-behaviour.html
Policy compiled by Green Party Activist Michael Mann

