DRAFT

DOWN DISTRICT GREEN PARTY POLICY ON MICROWAVE WIRELESS TECHNOLOGY (including mobile phones, Wi-fi/WiMAX, Bluetooth, DECT landline telephones)

This is the first draft of the Green Party policy on microwave wireless technology. The Green Party have been campaigning against mobile phone masts in South Down since 2005 with local residents in Newcastle, Downpatrick, Hilltown, Warrenpoint and elsewhere. Newcastle resident and Green Party activist John Hardy is the author of this local Green Party policy.

The Green Party MEPs across the European Union voted in support of a motion on 2nd April 2009 on health concerns associated with electromagnetic fields: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0216+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
Many political parties in Down District have supported local residents in opposing mobile phone masts in various locations.

On 13th March 2009, the Environmental Health Officer for Down District Council was quoted in an internal memo as being “not in a position to endorse the technology, nor to say that it is safe.”

The Green Party is proposing that;

1. Action is taken to limit microwave exposure in relation to schools, crèches, retirement homes, health care institutions and places with vulnerable adults or children.

2. Maps are provided showing areas of exposure to microwave radiation in all areas throughout Down District.

3. In line with points 1 and 2 above, all operators are requested to reduce output power and to share masts.

4. The Department for Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI) present a yearly report on the level of electromagnetic radiation in NI, its sources, and actions taken to better protect human health and the environment.

5. The NI Assembly petitioned the EU Parliament to introduce labelling requirements whereby the transmitting power would have to be specified and every wireless-operated device accompanied by an indication that it emitted microwaves.

Update as of the start of July 2009

On 2nd April 2009, a resolution was passed in the European Parliament by a majority of 559 to 22 in favour which stated that the European Parliament:

Urges the Commission to review the scientific basis and adequacy of the EMF limits as laid down in Recommendation 1999/19/EC and report to the Parliament; calls for the review to be undertaken by the Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks;

Calls for particular consideration of biological effects when assessing the potential health impact of electromagnetic radiation, especially given that some studies have found the most harmful effects at lowest levels; calls for active research to address potential health problems by developing solutions that negate or reduce the pulsating and amplitude modulation of the frequencies used for transmission

 Considers that, given the increasing numbers of legal actions and measures by public authorities having the effect of a moratorium on the installation of new EMF-transmitting equipment, it is in the general interest to encourage solutions based on negotiations involving industry stakeholders, public authorities, military authorities and residents’ associations to determine the criteria for setting up new GSM antennas or high-voltage power lines

Calls on the Member States to make available to the public, jointly with the operators in the sector, maps showing exposure to high-voltage power lines, radio frequencies and microwaves, and especially those generated by telecommunications masts, radio repeaters and telephone antennas. Calls for that information to be displayed on an internet page so that it can easily be consulted by the public, and for it to be disseminated in the media

Deplores the fact that, as a result of repeated postponements since 2006, the findings of the Interphone study have yet to be published, the purpose of this international epidemiological study being to establish whether there is a link between use of mobile phones and certain types of cancer, including brain, auditory nerve, and parotid gland tumours

Draws attention in this context to the appeal for caution from the coordinator of the Interphone study, Elisabeth Cardis, who, in the light of existing knowledge, recommends, as far as children are concerned, that mobile phones should not be used beyond reasonable limits and that landlines should be preferred

 Also suggests to the Commission, to make for efficiency in policy and budget terms, that the Community funding earmarked for studies on EMFs be partly switched to finance a wide-ranging awareness campaign to familiarise young Europeans with good mobile phone techniques, such as the use of hands-free kits, keeping calls short, switching off phones when not in use (such as when in classes) and using phones in areas that have good reception

Calls on the Commission and Member States to increase research and development (R&D) funding for the evaluation of potential long-term adverse effects of mobile telephony radio frequencies; Calls also for an increase in public calls for proposals for investigation of the harmful effects of multiple exposure to different sources of EMFs, particularly where children are concerned

Calls on International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation Protection and the World Health Organisation (WHO) to be more transparent and open to dialogue with all stakeholders in standard setting

Condemns certain particularly aggressive marketing campaigns by telephone operators in the run-up to Christmas and other special occasions, including for example the sale of mobile phones designed solely for children or free call time packages aimed at teenagers

Proposes that the EU’s indoor air quality policy should encompass the study of ‘wireless’ domestic appliances, which, like Wi-Fi for Internet access and digital enhanced cordless telecommunications (DECT) telephones, have been widely adopted in recent years in public places and in the home, with the result that citizens are being continuously exposed to microwave emissions

Calls, given its constant concern to improve consumer information, for the technical standards of the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardisation to be amended with a view to imposing labelling requirements whereby the transmitting power would have to be specified and every wireless-operated device accompanied by an indication that it emitted microwaves

Is greatly concerned about the fact that insurance companies are tending to exclude coverage for the risks associated with EMFs from the scope of liability insurance policies, the implication clearly being that European insurers are already enforcing their version of the precautionary principle

Other background information
· Between Feb and May 2009, three Teaching Unions- the Professional Association of Teachers, the Association of Teachers and Lecturers, and the Ulster Teachers Union- formally requested that the Departments of Education consider withdrawing wi-fi internet technology from all school environments.

· In May 2009, in France, a motion has been lodged in the Senate calling for legislation to ban wi-fi technology in all public buildings.

· In September 2008, a resolution was passes in the European Parliament supporting the Bio-initiative study, www.bioinitiative.org, and declaring the current ICNIRP guidelines to be obsolete.

Cllr Enright stated “As someone who has worked in the Information Technology industry for over 25 years, even I was unaware of the risks involved in wireless technology, but following information provided to me by local residents I decided to vote against the introduction of public wi-fi in Newcastle.

 While I recognise that many homes and businesses already have wi-fi installed, they are able to switch it off at any time, but having a system in place 24 hours a day along the length of Newcastle Main Street does not offer people in that area the choice not to receive the radiation.

Furthermore, it is clear from the European Union’s resolution, and from the example of other towns and cities across Europe, that the power of microwave wireless systems can be massively reduced without affecting performance. Surely this is an option worth pursuing?”. 

