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ears alter part of coast stripped

' ADRIAN RUTHERFORD

NE of Northern Ireland’s most
ypular beauty spots could be ru-
ed if a proposed offshore wind-
rm leads to pylons across the
nwniryside, it was claimed today.

'The warning came after it
aerged that a stretch of pictur-
ane Co Down coastline has been
wimarked for a huge offshore
dndiam,

A recent Government report
ighlights the Dundrum Bay area
s having huge potential for wind
OWET eNCration.

1t coincides with a decision by
he Morihern Ireland Environ-
nent Agency (NITEA) 16 strip part
f the coastline of its status 2s an
yrea of Quistanding Natural
Jeauty (ACNE).

The region, which iw clud“
fyredaﬂ Blue Flag beach,
Yorthern Treland’s most
areas.

Thv, report, by the Departmey
Lerprise, Trade'and Invest-
nent, concluded that a “subsian-
1 capaciiy could be developed
thout significant adverse ef-
fects on the environment and
ne users”
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the windfarm to the grid.

is concerned that removing
tatus, which imposes
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he said today “When the cables
come on shore, are they golag to
be buried, as they would be in

“Orwill they be put on gilant py-
lons, carried up the beach and
over the hill, throwgh this area?

“I see no oiher cxplanztion for
this area

other
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port many megawatis of electric-
ity onshore and onto the grid.”
Mr Enright said regulations
uow allowed authorities to man-
age and improve the coastline in
areas with AONB status.
ifthey de-designate this bit, it
will be the only area on the entire
coast that we will not be able to

vire ” e

He said there was widespread
opposition from various agencies,
inchiding Down District Council
and the Mourne Heritage Trust.

A spokesman for the NIEA said

a decision on the final boundary
of the ACINE had not been taken,
and did not take account of any
current or potential development
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BY CATHERINE LYMAGH

FAMILIES in a Co Londonderry
town were forced to leave their
homes after a 501t fire took hold
at farm buildings.

At least four families were evac-
uated at 5am on Saturday while
seven fire engines tackled the
blaze at out-buildings on Car-
rowreagh Road in Garvagh.

Police have confirmed they are
treating the blaze as suspicious.

Local resident Beverly Galloway
was one of those forced to leave
her home, along with her hus-
band and two young children.

She said: “It was anbelievable to
see the flames so high and very sad
to see the building go, I have never
seen such a huge fire. We under-
stood the dangers and were happy
to evacuaie for the sake of our
children.”

Peter O'Reilly, fvom the NI Fire
and Rescue Service, said his men
fought the flames for five hours.,

“A nuumber of houses were evac-
uaied because there was & rvisk of
expiosion due to the feriili
the premises,” he said.

“Because it was an old building
it had a corrugated ce g which
was made out of ashestos. When
asbestos is heated the smoke can

proposals.

contain very small particles”
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