Chief Fisheries Officer

Inland Waterways & Fisheries

Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure
Causeway Exchange
1-7 Bedford Street
Belfast
BT2 7EG
Cc Permanent Secretary Rosalie Flanagan 
Dear Mr Marcus McAuley
Local Residents and Fishermen have contacted me about the lack of action by your department in protecting the Annalong/Moneydaragh River. This river is one of the rivers in South Down that the Green Party wants to restore to its former glory as a salmon river, with all the economic, social and tourist benefits that that will entail for the local economy. We worked for ten years to have drift netting banned of the east coast and as you may know our Minister Eamon Ryan led this campaign for 10 years before drift netting was abolished in the Republic. This creates the possibility of our Co. Down rivers being revived to their former glory. 
On a visit to the river with local residents I was shocked and appalled at witnessing a salmon river being converted to a roadway for agricultural machinery with the gravel and banks being dug out for that purpose. In my years as a Green Party Councillor and environmental activist, I have tackled many environmental problems, but this tops the lot for me in bare-faced effrontery and confidence that the authorities in NI will take no action unless forced to do so. I have recent pictures of agricultural machinery of all types using this river as a roadway, rather than choosing to use local roads like all other agricultural or other traffic.

It is a scandal that your department has not pursued this matter over the last two years despite numerous complaints. In my conversations with a Mr Peter Lynch at your department I was informed that this river was a small matter in the overall scheme of things and there was an attempt to dismiss the matter as a “neighbourly dispute”. It was only when I pointed out that the removal of banks and gravel from a salmonoid river was strictly against the law was there and agreement to go out and inspect this stretch of river again. I am now writing to you the Chief Fisheries Officer to protest this attitude and ask for an investigation into the lackadaisical approach to complaints from local landowners who own the riverbed and who do not want to be held responsible for this damage and have thus recorded it photographically to protect themselves. 

I have included this information on my website were I have published evidence about this matter (http://www.downgreens.com/people/cadogan-enright/annalongriver) 
In addition there is dumping at or in the river, allegedly from the same source, and I have brought this matter to the attention of the local council and the Northern Ireland Environmental Agency with a view to seeking prosecutions in this matter. The investigation number here is 7140.

Local fishermen have also combined to draw the river on two maps below to show where the spawning beds used to be, and local people, supported by the Green Party want to see this river restored to its former glory. I have printed these maps and included them in the letter but again they can be viewed on my website at the above link.
I also contacted the Rivers Agency on this issue but they claim to have no issue here, as the river is still flowing freely and pass the problem back to your department.
Yours sincerely,

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Green Party

Down District Council 
