

Cllr Cadogan Enright

43 St Patrick’s Avenue,

Downpatrick

24th August 2010
     TO: Market Street Traders         Re: Update on disruption in Market Street
Dear Friends,


Business Forum Chair Pat Cassidy and I attended a meeting prior to last nights council meeting with the council chief executive (John Dumigan) and economic development officer (Sharon O’Connor). Points covered were as follows;
1. Need to promote Downpatrick as “back in business”
There was consensus that a committee should be set up to work with the business forum and devise a campaign to advise people all around the district that “Downpatrick is back in Business” as soon as the one-way system was ended. We explained the fear of many traders that local people were “out of the habit” of shopping in town now.
2. Ending one-way system and opening of Market Street

Officers undertook to speak to the contractor and see if the area between the Ulster Bank and the Northern Bank could be prioritized and allow the street to be opened earlier than the 13th September as currently advised. We also asked that the council investigate if the remaining paving work could be finished on a Sunday.
3. Supporting application to the Regional Rates Authority for Rates rebate
We re-wrote the motion to come before council asking if the council would assist in taking a test case against the Regional Rates Authority to try and get up to a year’s rates back under the “Hardship Relief Scheme” based on legal advice from the councils solicitor. The idea was that a trader (with annually audited accounts) could be supported in making a test application supported by a letter from the council advising the Regional Rates Authority of the validity of his/her case based on traffic disruption, diversion and congestion for a six month period. The Chief Executive felt that resulting document was “a non-controversial motion”.
At this point Business Forums’ Pat Cassidy left and I attended the council meeting at 6pm until after 9pm.

There was a very bruising debate on these issues when they came up in council.
I have summarised the debate in council overleaf – Traders will find it informative
Cllr Cadogan Enright

07590462329

The Council Meeting

When the motion in point 3 above came up for debate and received a very hostile reception from many councillors.  
I record some of the feed back from councillors below for your attention, some of which is good news;.

“Downpatrick is back in Business” Working Group
This joint committee between council and the Business Forum met with approval and it remains to be seen if we can get a budget for it to advertise Downpatrick as “back in business”. (As other councillors are now patting themselves on the back for this idea so it may well work out!).  Council Officers have confirmed that working group was passed by council sub-committee this morning but its terms of reference are vague, so if you have time to get involved do, or support the Business Forum in doing it for you.
Ending one-way system and opening of Market Street

This received a very hostile response, especially from SDLP councillors. 
· Cllr McGrath rejected my statement that only one man was working on the paving between the Ulster and Northern Banks last week, he pointed out that there were seven working outside the library – I was not given the opportunity to point out that if they had all been working on the paving between the two banks the one way system could now be stopped. 
· Cllr Curran who was chairing the meeting was against the idea of the Street being finished next Sunday, as it could create extra cost for the council. He did not seem to realize the extra cost to Traders of the current work being carried out so slowly.
· Cllr Toman referred to it as a “political stunt” and did not seem to really realize the real impact of the reduction of trade on Traders.

However council management are “discussing with the contractor what can be done” to speed up the work between The Ulster and Northern Banks and see if the two way system can be re-instated..
Application to the Regional Rates Authority

Despite the motion having been amended before the meeting with the chief executive to ensure it was legal and also what he termed “non-controversial” it met with astonishing hostility from some councillors.

Sinn Fein councillors seemed to be under the opinion that if we supported the motion, the council would be admitting liability and could be sued by Traders.

Cllr O’Boyle SDLP was concerned that as we had not helped Newcastle Traders in this manner, we could not help Downpatrick Traders.

I was upbraided by Cllr Curran as Chair on the motion, who seemed to ignore the advice of the Chief Executive that the motion was “non-controversial”. I pointed out that a letter to the Minister stating that the Hardship Rates Relief Scheme was not working was hardly controversial, and that it was unlikely that an application for relief by a Trader could succeed without support from council.
However a seconder could not be found and the motion fell
